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Daniels: Who Was Tried at the Sessions Held at the Old Bailey, September, 1761, for the Supposed Murder of His
Wife But when a person in one of the lowest classes of mankind, by a fatal accident, appears before a court of
justice with apparent evidences of guilt, sufficient to influence a jury of his impartial countrymen to sentence
him to the most severe penalty the law can inflict; when this man, meerly from the advantage of a good
character in the narrow circle of his acquaintance, and from a re-examination into the probability of the fact,
for which he was condemned, shall have the inferences drawn from the depositions on his trial, totally
invalidated, so that the sentence passed on him is freely remitted! it is such a sanction of his innocence, that it
would be cruel and unjust, in particulars, afterward to retain any suspicions injurious to him. It ought to be
principally attended to in this affair, that his Majesty, whose regal virtues are so generally known and
acknowledged, cannot appear in a more amiable view, than in the attention with which he is said to have
endeavoured to discover the merits of the intercession made for this poor convict. An instance which, as it may
be deemed too trivial to engage any particular share of princely consideration, yet is certainly one of the truly
parental duties of a Monarch, and will endear him in the hearts of many of his useful subjects, who are beneath
caring for the retention of Guadalupe or Canada. And it is doing justice to the poor fellow, to own,...
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